
 
 

iPad Update | 

Term 3 
 
 

 
15 October 2014 

 

Dear Grade 3 Parents, 

 

I thought it would be useful to send you some information that we have sent out to the Senior 

Primary parents today, since you will soon be gearing up for Grade 4 in 2014. 

 

 We have been made aware of one or two cyber bullying incidents via some social 

media platforms and we urge you please to read the information we sent out about 

age restrictions.  

 

 There have been a number of incidents of late where apps keep crashing on pupils’ 

iPads because there is not enough storage space on the devices. Please help them 

to manage their storage by limiting the number of games on your child’s iPad (some 

of these games take up more than 1GB of space), and by reminding them to clean 

up their camera rolls regularly. Videos especially, take up a lot of space. This is 

especially important for pupils that have 16GB devices.  

 

 We have seen a number of cracked or 

broken screens over the past three months. 

On closer inspection, many of the damaged 

iPads did not have robust covers which 

offered protection for the edges and corners 

of the iPads, or good screen protectors.  
 

In the four years that we have had a set of 25 

school iPads only one iPad screen has been 

damaged and that happened in July of this 

year. These devices were used daily, all 

around the school, on different surfaces and 

they survived many a knock. The simple 

reason for this is that they had good protection from the covers that we used (a 

silicone cover and a neoprene case). Any covers which leave the edges of the iPad 

exposed are risky.  
 

For the sake of your own pockets, we ask that you ensure that your child’s iPad is in a 

good cover. There are some very expensive covers out there, but sometimes the 

initial outlay saves one a whole lot more in the long run.  

 

Here are some examples of good covers for when it is time to replace a cover 

(Please note that they all offer protection for all edges of the iPad screen, not just the 

corners): 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For your information: 

 

iOS8 

The latest software update from Apple has just been released. iOS8 is the biggest iOS 

software update ever released by Apple and offers a number of new interesting features, 

although the look and feel is similar to that of iOS7. The update is about 1GB in size. There is 

no pressure on you to update it immediately, but we do ask that all iPads be updated to 

iOS8 for January, next year. Many apps will have iOS8 updates too. 

 

 

 

The following iPads are iOS8 

compatible: 

 

 

Griffin Survivor Case – 

expensive, but highly 

recommended for busy, active 

children. Comes with a strong 

screen protector built in. 

Goosepery iPad Case – affordable, 

with good edge and corner coverage. It 

does NOT have an inbuilt screen 

protector (you can purchase this 

separately), but it does have a cover that 

flaps over the front to protect the 

screen. This is secured with a magnetic 

clip and doubles as an iPad stand.  

Speck PixelSkin HD Wrap iPad 

Case – also expensive, but very robust. 

It does NOT have an inbuilt screen 

protector either, but it does have a 

cover that flaps over the front to protect 

the screen. This is secured with a clip 

and doubles as an iPad stand.  

Note: There are more affordable alternatives on the market. These images serve as examples only. 



There have, however, been reports of the iPad 2 running a little sluggishly on iOS8. Hopefully 

further iOS8 updates from Apple will address this issue. It does seem though, that this will be 

the last iOS software update for the iPad 2. You might want to wait a little if you have an iPad 

2. 

 

‘Jailbroken’ iPads 

The issue of jailbroken iPads came up recently at school. We would like to make it very clear 

that NO jailbroken iPads are allowed at the Senior Primary as they can compromise the 

network and can pose a threat to network security.  

 

Jailbreaking is the process of removing limitations on iOS, Apple's operating system, on 

devices running it through the use of software and hardware exploits; this can allow the 

installation of apps banned from the official Apple App Store and therefore compromise 

your child's online safety. 

 

This is usually done by downloading software onto the iPads from a third-party website, not 

affiliated to Apple. The most common software is Cydia, although there are others. 

 

Cydia is a software application for iOS that enables a user to find and install software 

packages on jailbroken iOS Apple devices such as the iPhone, the iPod Touch, and the iPad.  

 

Any iPads found to have this software (or similar) installed on it, will be removed from our 

network until such time as the software has been removed from the iPad. This will exclude 

your child from network, server and internet access. Repeat offenders will face more serious 

consequences. 

 

Apps 

It is a good idea to update apps periodically. Updates usually bring improvements to the 

apps. We suggest that you update the apps on your child’s iPad at the end of each term, in 

preparation for the next term. 

 

Apple ID’s for student devices 

If you have not yet purchased or set up your child’s iPad for next year, you might want to 

consider setting the device up with its own Apple ID. There is an age restriction of 13 years for 

an Apple ID, so you will have to set it up for your child. 

 

I know that in previous communication it was suggested that you could set up your child’s 

device with your existing Apple ID, but now with Family Sharing available in iOS8, up to six 

people in your family can share purchases from iTunes, iBooks, and the App Store without 

sharing accounts. You can pay for family purchases with the same credit card and approve 

spending right from a parent’s device. 

 

For more information on Family Sharing, go here: http://goo.gl/NgQKf9  

 

Elkanah iPad Links: 
 

All iPad-related communication is accessible here: http://tinyurl.com/ipadselkanah  

Elkanah Parents iPad Toolkit: https://www.smore.com/ngggd-ipads-elkanah  

Appropriate or Not? (Age Restrictions): https://www.smore.com/7fpcc-appropriate-or-not  

 

Happy iPadding! 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Karen Stadler 

Head of Digital Learning 

Elkanah House Senior Primary 
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